
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

AGM 

Our AGM was a success-for anyone not 

wanting to stay for long. In addition to 

committee members only two other 

members attended. The Secretary’s and 

Treasurer’s reports both referred to 

reduced membership levels and so less 

trade for the Trading Hut. It was down by 

36% in 2016, but the net loss was small. 

The details are on the notice board in the 

Trading Hut. Ways were discussed on how 

we might advertise vacant plots. 

Blight 

We were blight free for most of the 

season. So the Sarpo Mira potatoes and 

the Mountain Magic Tomatoes both of 

which are supposed to be blight resistant 

haven’t been tested. Several people took 

plants which were grown from seeds from 

last year’s Mountain Magic crop, it was 

unlikely that they inherited full resistance 

(three different genes are needed to be 

passed on). Reports are good so far. Blight 

did appear on the site late in the season so 

it would be useful to get any feedback 

from those of you who took MM plants on 

how they fared. The fruit from 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 last year’s Mountain Magic bought seeds 

were quite tart in comparison to other 

varieties. The seeds can cost up to 80 

pence each if you want to try the original 

seeds let Ann know. 

Trading Hut Winter Closure 

The Trading Hut will close from the 19th of 

November until around about the third 

week of January. At that time, we should 

have seed potatoes available for sale. 

Seed Potatoes Onion Garlic & 

Shallots 

As indicated above we will have seed 

potatoes Spring planting Onion Sets, 

Shallots and Garlic available. 

The varieties of seed potatoes that we will 

have are as follows:- Earlies Foremost ; 

Salads; Charlotte, Anya, Main; Cara, 

Desiree, King Edwards, Sarpo Mira. 

Onions:- Stuttgarter Giant, Red Baron 

Golden Gourmet Shallots. 

Garlic:-Cristo White 
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Gardeners Question Time 

GQT is broadcasted on Radio 4 on Fridays 

at 3.00pm and repeated on Sundays at 

2pm. It can’t include something for 

everyone every week but the atmosphere is 

always pleasant with gentle witty teasing. 

Fuchsia Problems 

Last Autumn’s Newsletter warned that a 

virus was distorting the tips of stems and 

flowers, actually it is a gall mite that is the 

trouble. The stems should be destroyed 

but binning is banned and burning can be 

awkward. So, Ann puts them in water tight 

bags and pours boiling water on them. It 

has returned again this year but has not 

spread. A GQT expert advises that the 

whole plant should be destroyed. The Royal 

Horticultural Society wants news of the 

mite as it hopes to get it destroyed before 

the whole country is affected, so please 

tell us or the RHS if you have it. 

Marrows & Pumpkins 

When these crop heavily we are often 

asked for recipes, so we are trying to 

collect some more are welcome. The latest 

is courgette cakes.  

If leaves on courgette and marrow become 

mildewy they can be removed and if the 

stems are still green then there can be 

more growth. If pumpkins are kept in a cool 

dark place they become sweeter and taster 

(GQT information). 

Parsnip Seeds 

Traditionally these are sown in February or 

March but they don’t survive in cold ground 

and can produce good crops from late 

March April or even May sowings. The soil 

can be warmed first with cloches and these 

can stay on if necessary (more GQT info). 

Site Security 

Please ensure that the gates are locked 

when you leave the site. We have had some 

problems recently also it is inadvisable to 

leave valuable petrol driven tools on site. 

Closure of the Site to vehicles 

At some point we will be closing the site 

off to vehicles otherwise the paths can 

suffer damage as the weather worsen. 

Water Shut Off 

The water will shortly be shut off for the 

winter. The toilets will remain open 

providing they are used responsibly. There 

will be water in water butts near the 

toilets please use the bucket to flush the 

toilets after use. 

Bonfires on Site 

Bonfires will be allowed on site from two 

days before the 5th of November, the day 

of the 5th and two days after the 5th. 

Please have regard to check that our 

neighbours do not have washing hanging out 

and if so you should delay setting your fire. 

Ann and the Committee.    


